Il8    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

to be CMUHns1 and Tindal,2 in conjunction with a most
pious lawyer their disciple.3

What shall we say to their prodigious skill in arithmetic,
discovered so constantly in their decision of elections ; where
they were able to make out by the rule of false, that three
were more than three-and-twenty, and fifteen than fifty?
Nay it was a maxim which I never heard any of them dis-
pute, that in determining elections, they were not to con-
sider where the right lay, but which of the candidates was
likelier to be true to "the cause." This they used to illus-
trate by a very apt and decent similitude, of gaming with a
sharper ; if you cannot cheat as well as he, you are certainly
undone.

Another cast of their politics was that of endeavouring to
impeach an innocent l[a]dy, for no reason imaginable, but
her faithful and diligent service to the Q[ueen],4 and the
favour her M[ajesty] bore to her upon that account, when
others had acted contrary in so shameful a manner. What
else was the crime ? Had she treated her royal mistress with
insolence or neglect ? Had she enriched herself by a long
practice of bribery, and obtaining exorbitant grants ? Had
she engrossed her M[ajest]y's favours, without admitting any
access but through her means ? Had she heaped employ-
ments upon herself, her family and dependants ? Had she
an imperious, haughty behaviour? Or, after all, was it a

1                              Anthony Collins (1676-1729), the deist, who wrote "A Discourse
of Free-Thinking" (1713), which received a reply from Swift (see vol.
iii., pp. 163-192 of present edition).   The most thorough reply, how-
ever^ was made by Bentley, under the pen-name " Phileleutherus Lip-
siensis."  Collins's controversies with Dr. Samuel Clarke were the out-
come of the former's thinking on Locke's teaching.   [T. S.]

2                               Matthew Tindal (i6S7?-i733) was the author of "The Rights of
the Christian Church Asserted" (1706), a work that created a great
stir at the time, and occasioned many replies.   Swift deals with him in
his " Remarks upon a Book, intituled, 'The Rights of the Christian
Church '" (see vol. iii., pp. 79-124, also note on p. 9 of same volume
of present edition).   [T. S.]

*                     The pious lawyer was John Asgill (1659-1738), who was called to
the bar in 1692. He was elected to Parliament for Bramber (1698-1700
and 1702-1707), but was expelled the House of Commons for blasphemy
(see note on p. 9 of vol. iii. of present edition).   [T. S.]

*                                   Mrs. Masham, when Abigail Hill, was appointed bedchamber-
woman to the Princess of Denmark.   See vol. v., p. 36 q of present
edition.   [T. S.]